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Although a thousand times his cries and prayers for aidance mount the skies,

Ye pity not, nor ever say, cno sigh is left on eaith, by God!' 1

Ye feel not for the orphan's plight, but fain would spoil him of his goods;

Doth Allah not behold his heart? or thereunto consenteth God?

I know not what your Faith may be, or what your cieed (God save us1) is:

It holds not with the Imdms'2 words, nor chimes with the Four Books of God.3

Ye follow not the Law of God, nor yet obey the canon law.

With those new-fangled tricks you've given o'er the world to wiack, by God!

Alike with sermons of the preachers and with lectures of the imams,*

Were there no fees paid down to them, ne'er would be read the woid of God.

LThe Cadis,' dost thou say? how were it possible to tell of these:

'If Master Cadi be thine adversary, why then help thce God!'5

They've spread a snare of fraud, and that they've named the Court of Justice, sooth,

Ah, where's the prayer-mat of the Lord, and where the code, the Law of God?

To-day ye set at naught the Faith, ye make the Law a lying trick;

To-morrow will he intercede for you who is the Loved of God?0

What then, do ye deny the Reck'ning?7 or shall not the dead arise?

Or shall he say cMy folk!' to you thus stained with sin, th' Envoy of God?8

The age is slave to womankind or subject unto minion boys;5

The great men do the purse adore, and   well nigh all are foes to God.

He hearkened to the words of Eve, nor kept the bidding of the Lord;

And lo, from Eden banished went e'en Adam, the Pure-Friend of God.10

For how should Satan be our friend? he secketh but to lead us wrong;

His purpose with the Faithful is to make them infidels to God.

The cruelty and vice of Staxnbol's folk have overpassed all bounds;

1  Because they have all mounted up to heaven.

2  The   Twelve   Imams  (of whom   the   Mehdf  is  the  last)  are  the  twelve
successors of Muhammed through his daughter Fdtima and his cousin CAH.

3  The Four Scriptures, i.e. the Pentateuch, the Psalms, the Gospel and the Koran.

4  The imams referred to in this line arc the precentors or leadeis in public
worship, not the twelve saints alluded to above.

B This is a proverb, and is given by EbuVZiyd Tevfiq Bey at pp. 225
and 350 of his Dunibu'l-Emsdl. Ziyd Pasha, whose life and work will be
discussed in the last volume of this work, also alludes to it in his terkfb-bend.

0  The Prophet, the Beloved of God, will it is said, intercede for the Faith-
ful on the Judgment Day.

1  The final Day of Reckoning.

8  Ummetf lMy Folk/ the Prophet's address to the people of Islam,

9  A hit at the immoral tendency of the day.

10  Safiyy-ullahj the Pure One of God, is the special title of Adam,